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Dr. Betty Shabazz Delta Academy 

“Catching the Dreams of Tomorrow, Preparing Young Women For the 21st Century”

WHAT IS DELTA ACADEMY?

ABOUT DR. BETTY SHABAZZ (Deceased Member of Delta Sigma Theta

Sorority, Inc.)

Dr. Betty Shabazz was a woman of many accomplishments. She raised six accomplished daughters as a single mother. One is a playwright, another is a professional speaker, and another is a singer. Betty earned a doctoral degree in educational administration, advanced her husband, Malcolm X's, beliefs and defended his legacy. She made many contributions to the Civil Rights Movement and to the society as a whole.

Young Betty

She was born in Detroit, Michigan in 1936. However, she lived most of her life all over New York state. Her early life was sheltered, consisting mainly of school, church and Saturday afternoons spent in her foster parents' store that she lived with and was raised by. There is little known about her biological parents but Betty loved and considered her foster parents her true parents. It is also known that her foster parents financed her way through school at Tuskegee Institute in Alabama. At this point in her life she first encountered racial hostility. She studied for two years as an education major. The latter part of her college education Betty financed by baby-sitting. During this period, Betty decided to become a nurse and left Alabama to attend nursing school at Brooklyn State Hospital in New York City. During 1956, her junior year, she attended a program where she first saw Malcolm X. 
 Malcolm X 
After this a bond grew between the two and in 1958 he called her from Detroit to propose. They married later that week. She then gave up her studies to raise a family.  They had six girls, Atallah, Quiblah, Ilyasah, Gamilah, Malikah, and Malaak. However, Malikah and Malaak were born after their father’s death.  Betty and children 
At this point in her life things became very complicated. Being the wife of a Civil Rights Leader was very dangerous. The Shabazz family faced increased death threats because of Malcolm's anti-imperialist position. He was a target of the racist power structure.  Even their home in Queens was firebombed. The next day Malcolm X was killed. Betty Shabazz, two months pregnant with twins, and her four girls witnessed the brutal assassination of Malcolm X at New York's Audubon Ballroom on February 21, 1965. She became a single parent of six daughters with no sustainable income. Therefore Betty went back to school and earned a doctorate in education. In 1976 she joined the staff of Medgar Evers College in Brooklyn, where she became a director of communications and public relations. Being the widow of such a prominent figure, Dr. Betty Shabazz was immediately thrust into the spotlight. Civil Rights and organizations wanted her to become a member of their cause because she was able and willing to be an effective member in the exertion of racial justice. She became an activist on behalf of disadvantaged youth and to alert people on the conditions of society.  Betty the activist  She joined Medgar Evers’ widow, Myrlie and Dr. Coretta Scott King, widow of Dr. Martin Luther King as SBW's, Strong Black Women. She was therefore forced to take the courage given to her by God and this group to ensure a positive future for her beautiful children. It is obvious that Betty's faith was a very important aspect of her life. She used her strong backing in her belief system to help her throughout her life. 
Remembering Betty

The untimely death of Dr. Betty Shabazz was one of heartbreak. The circumstances were upsetting and alarming. Betty's second daughter, Qubilah was having difficulties raising her son Malcolm, named after his great ancestor. Qubilah reached out to her mother in hopes that she could provide him with the guidance that she couldn't provide at the time. Thus, Malcolm was sent to live with Betty against his will. Malcolm continually protested against having to leave his home. However Betty persevered and tried to help her grandson succeed. Finally Malcolm thought if he set a small fire in the hallway of his grandmother's apartment building she would have to send him home.  But when Betty was awakened by the fire which engulfed her home in flames she searched for Malcolm. She did not know he was already safe when her night gown caught on fire. Betty had third-degree burns over 80% of her body. She clung to life for three weeks and survived many skin graph surgeries, but on June 23, 1997 she succumbed to her injuries. The gathering for her funeral was huge. Over 2000 people attended to focus on the triumphant life of a heroic figure. Dr. Betty Shabazz is now considered a symbol of survival and courage. She forged through challenges with dignity and perseverance until her death.

ABOUT DELTA ACADEMY

The Delta Academy was created out of an urgent sense that bold action was needed to save our young females (ages 11-14) from the perils of academic failure, low self-esteem, and crippled futures. Delta Academy provides an opportunity for local Delta chapters to enrich and enhance the education that our young teens receive in public schools across the nation. Specifically, we augment their scholarship in math, science, and technology, their opportunities to provide service in the form of leadership through service learning, and their sisterhood, defined as the cultivation service learning, and their sisterhood, defined as the cultivation and maintenance of relationships. A primary goal of the program is to prepare young girls for full participation as leaders in the 21st Century.  Delta Academy has taken many forms. In some chapters, the Academies are after-school or Saturday programs; others are weekly or biweekly throughout the school year; and still other programs occur monthly. At a minimum, chapters plan and implement varied activities based upon the needs of the early adolescents in their areas. The activities implemented most often include computer training, self-esteem and etiquette workshops, field trips for science experiences and for college exposure, and special outings to cultural events, fancy dinners, museums, plays, and concerts.  The Purpose and Principles of The  Dr. Betty Shabazz Delta Academy is designed for girls ages 11-14 years old who have potential and are interested in developing their leadership skills, but may have limited opportunity to achieve success; who express an interest in math, science, technology or careers that are considered non-traditional; and who enjoy learning new things. During Academy sessions, activities are in most cases presented in math, science,

technology, self-esteem, non-traditional careers, service learning, and book clubs. Field trips are also planned to museums and sites that would enhance the knowledge of the girls in our focal areas.  The symbol for the Delta Academy is the Dream Catcher. A Dream Catcher in Native American culture is believed to possess the power to capture bad dreams entangling them in the web, thus allowing only the good dreams to pass through to the center of the dream hoop into the person's being.  
The purpose of the Academy is to prepare young women for the 21st century by:

• Providing opportunities to young ladies between the ages of 11 - 14 whom

  might otherwise be excluded due to lack of financial resources, gender, age

  and parental resources

• Exposing young ladies to math, science, leadership and non-traditional

  careers

• Introducing the importance of community service

• Assisting the young ladies in recognizing that dreams and aspirations do

  come true by avoiding the perils of academic failure, low self-esteem, peer

  pressure and negative influences

• Creating a sisterly relationship among the Academy participants 
  The Principles of the Academy are Scholarship, Service Learning, and Sisterhood.

Important dates

· Application Deadline – October 16, 2010 

· Introductory meeting – October 16, 2010 

· All regular meetings are scheduled for the 4th Saturday of the month from 10:30am – 1:30pm.  Delta Academy will meet at 1515 Aurora Street, San Leandro, California, from October 2010 – June 2010.  There will be “special” meetings throughout the year that may take place at different locations.  Academy members will be notified in advance of date/place of all special meetings.
Behavior Policy

Students must comply with the rules and regulations established by Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., Hayward-Tri-City Alumnae Chapter, Dr. Betty Shabazz Delta Academy program. 

Attire

Appropriate clothing should be worn to all meetings/outings: pants, skirts /dresses (of appropriate length), comfortable shoes, shirts, tee shirts, blouse (NO bare midriff tops). 

Costs

The cost of this program is FREE. 

MAIL COMPLETED APPLICATION TO:

DST-Hayward-Tri-City Alumnae Chapter


P.O. Box 4113, Hayward, CA  94140

DEADLINE FOR ALL APPLICATIONS: October 15, 2011
For More Information: 
Co-Chairs, Delta Academy:
Karen DeFrantz 510-717-9026








Sylvia Montgomery 510-305-3696
www.deltahaywardtricity.org
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2011 Application - Dr. Betty Shabazz Delta Academy
  PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT ALL INFORMATION

	Personal Information

	Name: (Last, First, Middle Initial)


	Date of Birth:
	Age:
	Grade:

	Address: (Number, Street Apt #)
	City/State
	Zip Code

	Home Telephone: (      )


	Mobile Telephone: (      )


	E-mail Address:



	School Name:


	School Address:

	Allergies (Food/Drug):


	Medical Conditions:
	Medication(s):
	Comments:

	

	Family/Contact Information

	Parent/Legal Guardian Name:
	Mobile Telephone: (      )


	Work Telephone: (      )



	Name of Health Insurance:
	Policy Holder Name:


	Policy #:

	Emergency Contact Name #1:


	Telephone#: (       )
	Relationship to Participant:

	Recommended by:

	Telephone#: (       )
	Relationship to Participant:

	

	Participant Commitment:

I agree that I will try my best to attend and fully participate in all scheduled Delta Academy sessions. I will have an open mind and will challenge myself to learn new things, meet new people and have a positive attitude at all times.

Parent Commitment:

I give permission for my child to be part of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., Hayward-Tri-City Alumnae Chapter’s Delta Academy.  I understand all the rules and regulations of the program, and agree to abide by them.  I promise to be an active participant/supporter of my child in this enrichment program.  I agree to make every effort to have her attend all scheduled Delta Academy sessions.  I understand that transportation to and from Delta Academy sessions is not provided by Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.



	Delta Academy Participant’s Name:

	Delta Academy Participant Signature:
X
	Date Signed:

	Parent/Legal Guardian’s Name:


	Parent/Legal Guardian’s Signature:

X
	Date Signed:

	Parental/Legal Guardian Release:

I hereby release Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., its agents or assigns from any and all liability relating to any physical injury which may occur as a result of my child’s direct or indirect participation in activities conducted under the supervision and directions of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated.  In the event reasonable attempts to reach me are unsuccessful, I hereby give my consent for medical or dental treatment deemed necessary to be administered to my child.  I agree to release Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. from any liability associated with the care and treatment of my child.



	Parent/Guardian Signature: 

X
	Date:


Dr Betty Shabazz
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Delta Academy
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